U.S. Navy Announces
Alternative Arrangements
for Implementing the

National Environmental Policy Act
and Requests Public Input

On January 15, 2008, the Department of the Navy accepted alternative
arrangements, approved by the Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ), for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). These alternative arrangements specifically address the use
of mid-frequency active (MFA) sonar and its effects on marine
mammals during Navy exercises in the Southern California (SOCAL)
Operating Area. These exercises include Composite Training Unit
Exercises (COMPTUEXs) and Joint Task Force Exercises (JTFEXS)
scheduled to occur between January 15, 2008 and January 23, 2009.
A Decision Memorandum documenting the Navy’s acceptance of these
alternative arrangements was published in the Federal Register on
January 24, 2008.

Information on the Navy’s proposals for the SOCAL Operating Area
including the full text of the Decision Memorandum is available at
www.SOCALRangeComplexEIS.com.

The Navy will prepare a post-exercise assessment after each exercise.
By this Notice, the Navy requests input from the public on the process
for reviewing the post-exercise assessments. The Navy is also offering
the public the opportunity to discuss the implementation of these
alternative arrangements. Input on reviewing the post-exercise
assessments and any requests to meet with Navy and CEQ
representatives about the alternative arrangements may be submitted
by contacting Mr. Alex Stone at (619) 545-8128 or in writing to:

Naval Air Station North Island

Attn: Alex Stone, CPF Environmental
McCain Boulevard, Building 678, Room 218
San Diego, CA 92135

For more information about the

Navy’s Decision Memorandum,
visit www.SOCALRangeComplexEIS.com.




