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awdown couid put
curity 'gaing at risk.

Roberi Bums

Assncleted Prese .
WASHINGTON — The first hint
t President Bush might hit the

Lawrence Jackson/Ehe Aseociated Pross
President Bush maets with Jainf Chigfs and cornbatant commanders i the Cabinet Room of the Whiie House,

LEvELs

2003: 1.8, forces were gt 143,000
when Baghdad fell in Apri and
mangsd from & high of 148,800 in
et g o of 12100 00

1se button o troap cuts in Irag
"3 his offer to Gen. David
raeus: “i you want to slow her
v, fine.”
“hat was a little over two weeks
I. Then Bush invoked the top
mmnander’s name again, in his
te of the Union speech, saying
general worTies abont raop
5 leading to “disintegration” of
I's “gefenses.

2007:- .
January — 137,000
February — 138,000
March — 145,000
April — 144,800
May — 148,000
JLEI'lE — 158,300

TROOF REDUGTIONS UNBEHTMN.
‘The ‘Bush administration s sending
girong signals that U.8. troop

reductions in Iraq will slow ar siop

OUTLOOK: Study
warng that progress
achieved after six years
is under threat.

By &nne Flaherty
The Associafed Press

WASHINGTON — Afghani-
stan risks sliding into a fafled
state and becoming the “forgot-
ten war” because of deterioratmg
internationsl support and a grow-
ing violen: insurgency, according
to an independent study.

The assessment, co-chaired hy‘
reiired Marine Corps Gen. James
Jones und former U.N. Ambassa-
dor Thomas Pickering, serves as
a warning to the Bush adminis-
iration at a time military and
congressional officials are debat-
ing how best to juggle stretched
wazfighting resources.

The administration wants to

" re-energize anti-terrorism efforts
in Afghaniston and Pakistan,
where al-Qaida is regenerating.
But the T.8. siill remeins heavily
invested in Irag; and offcials are
sending strong signals that froop

redoctions there will slow or stop

Afghanistan
tisks failure

Bftuation is good,” Gates told The
Asgociated Press. “We want to
make sure it gets better, and I
think there’s silll 2 need to coordi-
nate eivil reconsiroction, the eco-
nomic development side of it*

Gaies said more iroope are
needed in Afghanistan, but “cer-
tainly noi ours.” When asked
how many more NATO troops
might be needed, he said thes
number showld be determined by
ground commanders,

Sen. John Eerry sajd it was
“past tiroe for wekenp calls” and

L that 2 “comprehensive, thought-

Tul approach” in Afghapistan was
urgently needed.

“The seme exiremist group
which plotied the attaeks of 9-11
are reconstituting themselves on
the Afghan border and g'row
meore organized by-the day, mak-
ing the stakes higher zmd
higher,” said Eerry, D-Muss., a
senior member of the Senate For-
cign Relations Commmittee.

The Jones-Pickering assess-
ment, slated for public release
ioday, seye the .S shouid
rethink its military &nd eco-
nomic strategy in Afghanistan in
large part becatse of deteriorat-

‘ed mulls cut in key interest rate again

" Jeannine Aversa
+.Assnciated Pracs
WASHINGTCN — Individuals
o businesses are ]zke]y 10 see
eir borrowing costs drop further
the Federal Reserve weighs
other interest-rate redaction o
leter a sagging economy.

Fed Chairman Ben Bernaoke
d bis. colleagnes opened a
p-day meeting Tuesday mfier-
on to piot their next move on
wrest Tates.
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gathering comes armid growing
fears the country is either on the
brink of = recession or has elreedy
started slipping into one giver the
strains from 2 housing market col-
lzpse, 2 glohal credit crunch and
turbulence on Wall Sireet. The
country’s most recent recession
was in 2001

Many economists believe the
Fed wiil lower its key rate, now at
3.5 percent, by as much a5
one-half percemtage point, 1o
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& percent, when peligymeakers
wrap up their meeiing today.

If thet gcenario plays owut, com-
mereial banks would be expected
1o lower their prime lending rate
by e corresponding’ amount —
from 6.5 percent to 6 percent.
The prime rate applies to certain
credit cards, home equily lines of
credit and other loans. Should all
of this happen, then both the Fed's
key raté and the prime rate wounld
be at nearly three-year lows.

In an emergency gathering con-

vened by Bernanke last week, the
Fed ordered & rare, three-guar-
ter-point reduction 1o its key rate,
That.came after stocks worldwide

plummeted, intensifying recession.

fears. The Fed’s action has helped

to restore some confidence among:

sldtizsh investors, but financial
markets remain fragile. .

On Wall Bireet, the expeciation
of another rate ent gave stocks a
1ift The Dow .Jones industrials
gained 9641 poinis io close &t
12,480.30.
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On January 15, 2008, tha Deparrent of the Navy accepied aliemative

arangsments, approved by the Council on Ervirontrerial Qualily
{CEQ), for irplementing the National Ervirormental Folicy At .
(NEFA). These altemative amangsments speciiically address the uss
of mididfrenusncy active (VFA) sorar and its effects an merine .
rramTals during Nawy exercizes in the Sauthem Cafiomia (SOCAL)
Operating Area. Thess exsmises incude Composits Treining Lt
Eeerrises, (COMPTUEXS) and Joirt Task Foree Exercizes (JTFEXS)
stheduled to ocour befneen January 15, 2008 and January 23, 2009,
A Decision Memarandurm docurrenting the Newy's acoeptance of fhese
aliemative amangamants was puiished inthe Federal Register on
Janvary 24, 2008,

Infurrrﬁto}"! onthe Naw's pmpoﬁlsforﬁ'bam%mng Area
including the full text of the Decisian Ma'rnmndmn iz availabls
LU SOG‘\LRangeComlexEScum '

“Thz Navy will prepare & post-exertises assesament after each execiss.
By this Notice, the Navy recuests nput fromihe public on fhe process
§ Tor revisning the post-exemiss assessments. The Nawvy is also affering
the public the cpporurity o discuss the inplerentation of thess
altemative amangements. Input on reviewing the post-exarise
essesyrents and any requests to meat with Navy and CEQ
represeniatives about the alternative arangsments may, be submitied
by contacting Mr. Alex Stons at (519) 545-9128 or imweiting to:

Naval Alr Sation Norith lsland

At AlexStone, CPF Bwironmzal
MeCain Bolevard, Buiding 578, Roam218
San Diega, CA 52135




