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Planning and madbiocks
hindered Spears paparazzi

[Spears, from Page Bil
that could have caused hovm to
the public or Spears.

LAPD Depuly Chisf Michel
Mogre said it was "z shame®
that scarce police respurces
had to be diverted from “public

safety Deeds such as violend

crime, drunken driving or re-
spending to the ongoing
gtream of 9% galls.” But he said
the department “had no choiee
bzt #0 ensure that we appropri-
ately deslt with this neitdent.”

.Spears’ hospitalizetion
camne under Section 550 of Cal-
ifornia’s Welfare and Instito-
tioos Code, which greafly re-
stricts the ability of govern-
ment officials to hospitalize
people -agamst their wills, but
allows a person to be held for 72
hours. I Spears wor'h consent
to additionel treaitment, au-
thorities can petitdon to have
her held en additional 14 days.

Among advocates for the
mentally i, some expressad
hope that Spears’ hogpitaliza-
tion could help remeve the
stigma from inyoluntary hospi-
tatization for ments] iluess —
eaging what is ofien a wrench-
ing derision for families.

Despite Spears’ celebriiy,
the. decision to have her corn-
mitted volved elements that
are typical for many meéntal
hedith cases dn California, said
Randall Hager, head of govern-
mental affeirs for the Cailfornia
Psychigtric Assn

Cases typically invoive a
farmily desperate for treatrent
far a loved one, & patient who
appesars functional one mo-
ment and severely 11l the next,
and En imperfect legal system
struggling to media.te it all, he
said.

“Every fan:u]y will tell you
how much they fail before they
can finally get & hospitaliza-
tion,” Hapar said.

. State Ben. Darrell Stemberg
(D-Beerarpento), & leading au-
thority on mental health law,
said he hoped the aitention
generated hy Spears’ case
could help incraase public
ynderstandiog of the issnes in-
volved in eomrmitments.

“With all that goes enin pap
cultere, in an ironie way this
could be a teaching moment,”
said Steinberg, an avther of a
2004 balot, mitisfive that
sought to reform Calfornia’s
troubled menial healbheare
sysierm.

“I sure hope the converse-
torn shifts from the paparazzl
and &l of that to how many
people in this state and this
coumfry meed mental health
services snd don't receive
fherm,” he said.

Advocates who are other-
wisg in agreement about many
zspects of the menta] heaith-
care system are’ deeply and

-often hitterly divided owver the
iggue .of involuntery cormit-
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WOTHER: Lynne Spears, cender, wos pholographed Iecwirig UCLA Madical Center, where her
daughier Britney was admified for involuntary mental healiheare early Thursday,
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AT COURT: Speorsis seen
arriving e Lot Angeles
County Superior Cowrt for o
citstody kearing last month.

ments.

Experts on mental ness
estimsie that as ey as half of
pecple who are meagtally il
deny thet they are siek.

Some believe thaf virtually
eny stfempt to commit some-
one involuntarily is a step back-
ward, & reminder of dark days
of asylums, forced lobofomies
and, more recently, the use of
forced restraints and long peri-
ods of seciusion.

“With all that
gOes ol in pop
culture, 10 an
fronic way this

could be a
teaching

moment.

— STATE SEN.
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Others call {that wrong-
headed and spy that with
egongh protections in place,
some people who suffer from
mental {iness but do not agree
that they are sick canhe helped
by compelled treatment. Fall-
ing to compel treatment Is aldn.
to denying chemetherapy to a
cancer patient, people on that
side of the debate say.

In BSpears’ case, tehbloids
hed been reporiing for months
gbout her erratiz behavior —
neluding spealdng in a British
aceent and shaving her head.
Baf it wash't uatil a month ago
that authorities pot invalved.
Police were called to her houske
after she refused 0 turn over
her youngest child fo body-
guards for her former hashand,

Kevin Federiine, and locked
herself in a bathroom. A% that
time, Spears was faken bY Am-
bulance to Cedars-Sinai Medi-
aal'Center on the seme tyme nf
involuntary hold. She was re-
Jersed a day later.

Ovwer the last few weeks, hér

. strange behavior -coptinued,

euthorities sajd. She drove
past the Las Angeles County
courthouse several times while
eustody hearings were tnder-
way regarding her children, ut
fidm*s go inside.

By this week, the situation
appesred to reach a bresking
poink.

Apcording to LAFD officials
avho spolke on condition that
they not be pamed, Spears’
psychiatrist and family mem-

bers gatliered st her hilliop |

home Wednesday evening to
exarute plans to talke herin for
&n evalnation. The news media
found ozt about the effort, and
by 11 p.o.. hér neighborhood
wak swarming with photogra-
phers end TV news cameras.
TV c¢hoppers hovered over-
head.

The police waited untll the
erowd had .spronk before tal-
ing Spears to the hospital
abont 1 e, the officials said.

andrew blanicsiein@
ztimes.com X
seoit.gold@iatimes.com
richardavinion@latines.com
Times staffwriler Lee Romney
eontributed {o fhis report. i
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On January 15, 2008, the Dapartrnent of ie Navy accemeﬂ
aifsrnative arangements, approvad by the Council on Eqvironmentel
Cnzality {GEC), far inplermenting the National Envirnnmasizl Policy Act
(MEPA), Thesz altersalive arrangamants specifically address te use
of mid-frequency active (MFA) sanar and its effecie on maring
mammals doring Navy exercises in Southern California (S0GAL)

| Opatating arsas. These exercises irciude Composite Yainiog Unit
Exercises ((COMPTUEXs) and Join Task Force Pxercises (JTFE)s}
schrduled to pesur hetwaen Janoary 15, 2008 ad January 23, 2008. A
Decistan Memorandom ing the Nawy's af these
alternative amrangements was puhhshed in Te Federal Regisier an
January 24, 2008.

irformaiion on the Navy's proposals for the SOCGAL Gperating Area
inehuding the full 1&xt of the Mecision Memorandum is avallable at
winaS0CAL RanseComnlexEls. com.

“The Navy will jrepare & post-gxarciee assessment aiier eash
ayarcise. By this Notice, the Navy requests Input from the public an
the process for raviewing the post-exercise assessments, The Havy is
alsn offering the puhlic the opporiunily to discuss the implementation
"of these glternative arengements. loputon reviewlyy the nost-
exercise assessmants and any requests 10 mest with Navy and CEQ
representatives aboui the altemnative amangements may be
submitted by contacting Mr. Alex Stone at (513) 545-8128 or In

- wrrifing 0z

Naal Ait Station Morth Island

Atin: Alex Stone, GPF Environeenizl-
McCain Bogtevard, Building 678, Room 218
San Nieap, CA 92136
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