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“It’s become part of B pat-  over 10% ofthe labor ecalition
tern, 2nd it rmises questions In Jghar eircles, Durazo
about her ability %o lead, 'to  broke with tradifion by endors-

make the decisions that make |
the laber unions united,” said
Freeman, who-called Durazo’s
handling of the roatter “siick
and undignified.”

“he federation-has enor-
mons pull in Los Angeles
County; helping to elect fedaral,
state and Jocal politictens af &
time when uidons in ather
parts of the country are strug-
ghing to regain influepce, The
federation has already vowed
to make its candidate for
county supervisor, state Sen.
Mark Ridley-Thomas, (D-Los
Angeles), the winner in this
yesr’s election to replace So-
pervisor Yvonne B. Burke, who
is stepping down. Freemsan's
union.represents 150,000 long-
ferm  heaifheare  workers
across the steie, many of them

ing Chama, side-siepping es-
tabilshed rules fthat reguire
eourty and state lzhor cotnnells
to back only thoss pandidates
chesen by the national AFL-
CIC. Those leaders have yet io
make endorsements in the
_presidential race. .

Asked about the complaints
"Tuesday, . federation spoites-
woman WMary Gubierrez de-
seribed, the acensations as an
internal matter. But esrlier this
month, Diuraze acknowledged
that some union members falt
“her endorsement left the mis-
tsken impression that {he
county federation had lined up
betind Obama.

“I did my hest io aesure
them that m everything I do, I
em noi gomg te insert the

‘based in Los Angeles County.  eration of Labor,” she said.
An{i in recent . weeks, com- | Inrazo wan the eounfy's
plaints ahout Durazo sisc have  top lahor job in 2006, after hav-

come from the bullding irade irg established herself as &

neme of the LA, Couniy Fed- *
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‘[ did my best to assure them thatin -

everything I do, [ am not going to
insert the name of the L.A. County

X . .
Federation of Labor.
‘ - . — Marts BErena Durazo,
’ the federetinn’s head
strong edvocete for Unite Here,  did not viciate the federation’s
the hotel and resteurant work- rdes.

ers nnion. The El Sgreno resi-
dent took the job.one yesr after
the death of her hosband, Mi-
guel Contreras, a giffed tanti-
cian who had run the federa-
ilon during its rise to promi-

. heneca.

To backers of Durazo, the
discussions surronoding  her
endorsement Are overblowm
Mike Garcia, president of Berv-
ice Employees International
Tuion, Tocal 1877, said Durszo

. resojved most ‘of the com-

plaints by addressing the fed-
eratio’s execiiiive board last
week,

During that mestng, Dura-
20 presented a legal opinion
that showed that her Hme off

“The vast majority of the
people in the room recogmized
that she has every right to take
perannzl time and go on vacs-
tion, 2= long s she separates

‘herself from . ... the federation
in her effort i support Oba-
mz.” gald Garcig, whose unicn
represents jamiborial workers,
sscurity guards and alrport
WOTKSaTS.

i, the Obama endarss-
ment 18 not the only contro-
versy to toueh the federation’s
leader. Last year, Durazo infu-

_riated members of the building
frare unions by siding with #n-
other union in & fight over the

d expension of Frovi-'
Sence Holy Cross Medical Cen-

tar in Mission Hills.

White the rconsiruction
trades pushed the L.os Angeles
City Councll to epprove the
hosplfal eEpamsion, Durazo
sided with {he nurses umion,
which sought more environ-
mental review of the project —
a gambit designed to gain Isv-
erage in the campaign to or-

i private  healthcare
workers on the West Coast.

The Los Anpgles/Orange
County Bulding end Construe-
tion Trades Counell responded
lask week by drafting & resolu-
tion demeanding that the fed-
eration’s top offcial stey neu-
iral when there is & disagree-
ment between tnicns, unless
two-thirds of the federalion’s
délegates are ie agreement.

The resciution was present-
ed to the federation’s delegates
Monday. And in a letter acoom-
panying the resolufion, Rich-
ard Slawson, -executive secre-
tary of the irilding trade coup-
¢il, implied that Durazo had 1g-
nored the needs of his
members by lobbying coaneil
members to push for &n 18-
‘month delay of the hosoital
project..

“n feet, when asked what
the building trades thought

shout the [hospiial] project by
ane of the City Council mem-
bers, she purportedly said:
‘Serew the crafts — they don't
support our people,’ " Slawson
wrote. ! -

Blawson said the resalution
focused on the dispute over
Providence Haly Crass, not the
presidential campaign.

Stil, Slewson sent another,
handwritfen memoe in the days
after the Obama fecision, say-
ing he was shocked that Dura-
2o had “made her.own decision
on the president of the United
States ‘with the genersl presi-
dents of all afflisted AFL-CIO

umions coming to a decision.”

Gutierrez, the federation's
spokeswomen, would not -ad-
dress the complaiots con-
teined in Biawsorr's ietler, say-
ing they wounld be reviewed by
the federation's executive corm-

€.

"We heve an internal demoe-
cretic proeess for handiing
thess Kinds of eoncerns, and
we're going io handle this mat-
fa&rjust Hke gy cther,” she said.

dovid zehniser@latimeas.com
Times staff writers Duke
Helfond and Joe Mathews
contrivuted fo this articls.
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gmerged as the cepier of this
country's recording industry.
The Sunsef Strip hasbeen 2
entertainment’ industry hof
spot ainee the 18308, Clubs pilte:]
Cliros, Mocambo and the Tro-
cadero were fevorite hangoufs

vis Jr., umphrey Bogars, Bug-
sy Biegel and meany others.

But there are fw historic
moavkers left for that era of the
Sirip, .Ahd some historiens
worry thet the markers of the
Btrip's following era — the ma-
sie scene of the last 40 years —

 gre quickly fading as wail

During the Etrips music
heyday, the Fkes of e Doors,
the Byrds, Frapk Zappa and
Jater Van Halen and Moiley
Crue performed {here. The
Strip's Hyatt Hotel became in-

* famous dging for the stars,.

where mngicians  famously
“frashed” TOOIDS.

spd Towers Recards was
there selling their mmaie. Clubs
such as Pandora’s Bog and The
Trip are long gone. The record
company billboards that it wp
fhe Strip at night have besn
avershadowed by building-size
gupergraphics more Ikaly tof
advertise movieg pr eable TV
series than rofisic.

Priove seid he submitted she
application only afier city Tep-
rasentatives told him in person
and by e-mait that eolor photo-
praphs were aceeptable and

Hor Prank Sinafra, Sammy Da- |

: i e
now pagssed muster” That
mesant Priore could not fle for
the resource  desigmation
which, if granted, could have
permaneptly blocked demali-
tion of the Tower Reeords
puilding.

Priore’s lawyer, Brant IL
Dueirin, suggasted that pityof:
ficials . intenticnelly -dragged
their feet: on the paperwork to-
give Barket fime to submmt his!
ast Hollywood officisls deny
that. .

“The city staff doesw't give
devalopment requests greater

_ preference than designation.

applications,”  said Michael
Jemicins of the aity atborney’s of-
fice. .

Barket met last weel with
members of the West Holly-
wood Heights Homeowners
Assn. who live on the hiliside
above the Tower Records site
to assure themn his project
would “speak well to the envi-
rorment and the iconic natire
ofthe location.” 1t will feature a
high-end refafl shop on the
ground finar, the heaith ciub on
the second level and ofices oo
the top 00T

Brian Lewis, 4 spokesman
“for Barlket, said the proposed
bridding's nod to the site’sieon-
jc past wight clude some
tlring Tike rock ‘0’ Toll-themec
decorations In the gym.

“We domt want fo forgel
that Tower Records pleyed £

TrAvEE&
ADVETTTURE
SHOW

LOMG BEACH COMVENTION CENTER
Tyaval Trage; Saturday 8 - 10 am
Public: Solprday & Sunday 1Gam- S po
latimestravelshow.com
promo eoder AT

that his peperwork seemed to  Toie here,” Lewis said.
be complete. -
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