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Malaria deaths fall in African nations

‘Wide distribution of
mosquito nets, new
medicine credited.

: New York Times i
. Widespread disiribution of
fnasquito nets and:a new medi-
ine sharply reducéd fhdlaria
=aths in several African coun-
{Fies, World Health-Organizaiion
fesearchers reported Thursday,
¥ The report was one of the most
#npefu] signs in the long battle
Zgainst a disease that is est-
shated to kill a million children a
$rar in peor tTopical couniTies.

Y “We saw a very drastic
iEnpact,” said Dr, Arata Kochi,
ghief of malaris for the WHO. "I
this is dome ‘everywhers, we can
reduce the disease-turden 80 to

85 percent in most African ceus-
iries within five years.” '

. ., Therebave heen earlier reports
of success with-nets and the new
medicine, artemisinin, a Chinese
drap made from wormwocd. But
miost have béen based on rela-
tively small samples; this is the

“first siudy to compare national
Drograms.

"This is extremely exciting,”
said Dr, Michel Kazaichiine,
expentive director of {he Global
Fund to Fight AINS, Tuberculesis
and Malaria. “If we can scale up
Iike.this everywhere, we shonld
be ahle to eliminate melaria as a
major pubiic health threat o
mANY coumiries.”

The report was done by a team
from the World Health Organiza-
tion for the Glebal Fund, the chief

financing agency for combating
malaria. It Jooked at programs in~
four countries that triedto distrib-
ute mosquiio nets to the families
of every child younger than 5and
medicines containing: artemisi-
nin to every public clinic. .
Tn Ethiopia, deaths of children
froor malara dropped more than
5i percent. In Rwapnda, they
dropped more than 60 percent in
ouly two months. . )
Zambia, Kochi said, had only
about a 33 percert drop in overall
deaths becanse nets ran shost
and many districts ranout of med-
jeine. But those areas without
such prablems had 50 percent io
60 percent reductions, he said.
Ghana was & bit of a mystery,
according to the report. It got lit-
tle money from the Global Fund,

Rochf said, and so bought few
nets gnd Had to charge patients
for dmigs. Malaria deaths none-
thelesefell 34 percent, but deaths
amongchildren for other reasons
drppped 42 percent.

Holding drives o distriute
insecticide-impregnated nets is &
prowing trend, now that the Gio-
bal Fund, the President’s Malaria
Initfative, .M, agencies, the
World Bank and private fund-
raisers Tike AgainstMalaria.ocg
have offered hundreds of mil-
Tions:of doliars. Such drives must
be conimuous because “perma-
nent” nets wear out after three o
five'years. ’

The report, finished in Decem-
ber, was an effort to find hard
data, which'has long been a prob-
Jem with malaria.
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FDA warns of higher suicide risk
from widely used epilepsy drugs

Assorinted Press

WASHINGTON - Epilepsy
drngs used by millians of peaple
may increase the-rizk of suicidal
thanghts or bebavior, the Food
and Drug Administration warned
Thursday in an sext {0 doctors.

The FDA analyzed almest 200
studtes of 11 ant-seizure dmgs,
some that have been on the mar-

groups.
What that means: For every
1,000 pattents, about two more
drug-veafed patients expern-
enced suicidal thoughis than pla-
cebo-takers, FOA concluded,
Anti-seizure drugs are used-for
a variety of illnesses in addition
o epilepsy, inclnding migraines,
certain nerve-pain discrders and
e

| On January 16, 2008, the Depa
{CEQ), for implementing the Natioral
{NEPAL
- of mid-requency active {MFA) sonar
mammals during Navy exercises in
- Exarcises {COMPTUEXS)
 schadulad 1o

January 24, 2008,

| including the full text of the Dacigion

' By this Nofioe,
! the public the apporunily todiscuss

¢ by contacting

San Diego, GA 52135

riment of the Navy acceptad altgrnative
arrangements, approved by the Councl on Environmental Quality

These altermaiive arangemanis specificaily address ihe use

the Southem Califormia {SOCAL)
Operating Area. These exarcises include Composite Training Unit
and Joint Task Foree Exercises (JTFEXs)
acour between January 16, 2008 and January 23, 2008,
A Decislon Memarandum documenting the Nawy's acceptance of thess
' altemaiive arrengements was published 'n the Federal Registar on

information on the Nevy's praposals forthe SOCAL Cperating Area

: wiww, SOCALRanoeComplexElS.com.

. The Navy will prepare a post-axarcise assessment after each exerdse.
e Navy raquests input from the public-on the process
. for reviewing the posi-exercjse aggessments. The Navy is also:affering’

 sitemative amangaments. nput on revigwing ihe pnsi—axamiae

. agsessments and any reguests to meat with Navy and CEQ., ]

- ipreteniatives about the altefnathie arangaments may be submitted: .
Mir. Alex Stone at (619) 545-8128 or in wiiting to:

Naval Air Station North lsland

Attry: Alex Stane, CPF Environmental

WcCain Boulevard, Building 678, Room 248

Environmentat Policy Act

and lts effects on mating

Memarandum s available at

Ihe implamentetion of thase

expected the risk applied to every
epilepsy drug. The FDA said It
would work with manufacturers
to add the warning ta product
labels, -

Skipping epilepsy wmedicaiion
an zesult in sejzures. An FDA
spoleswoman said oaly  that -
patients should ask a doctor be-
fore ing medicati ge
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