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,oldiers forced
nto jobs theyre
10t trained for

ther unit this spring.

"Every fime I'm ready to .
et in tune with our wartme
aining, 1 have to give guys
p" Britton said. “Eventuzlly,
npefully, theyl all come back
yme.”

His experience is nearly uni-
ersal among fhe hundreds of
lational Guard and reserve
nits that have deployed over
eas since the invasion of Irag,
‘hey were uiterly unprepared
» fight a majer war because the
lentagon had understaffed and
nderfunded them for years,
efense experts said.

Ahout 88 percent of the state-
ide Guard upits are uwndere
uipped for their missions do-
1estically and overseas, Lt
ren. H. Steven Blurn, chief of
2e Natiopsl Guard Bureaw,
aid last year.

The figure is probably
igher now, said Amold Puna-
b, a retired Marine Corps ma-
yr general from San Diego.
Ie's cheirman of the federal
‘ommission on the National
juard and Reserves, which
egterday issued its final report
5 Congress wrging drastic
hanges to improve their pre-
aredness.

“They are at their lowest
tape of readiness in decades,”
‘unare sard, “They'll continue
0 be less and Jess rearly
—Remeeaki i of
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Sgt. Alex Wailgren, 33 of Alpine vuiuntar'llv transrerred o the 15; Battalion, téﬂth Infantry
Ragiment for his second tuur in Ifay. Howard Lipin / Union-Tribuna phoios

its 170 members were brought
together from 72 mifs across
Californiz.

“We have absolutely piece-

mesled our forces to death,” - §

said John Goheen of the Ne-
tional Guard Association of the
Upited Stztes i ‘Washington,
T.C,, which lobbies on behalf cf
reserve Torces.

For decades, federal leaders
viewed the Guard as a force to
e called up forwar duty only in
the direst of natmual emergen—
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On tanuary 15, 2008, the Department of the Navy accepled alternative
amangements, approved by the Conncil on Enviranmenial Quality
(CEQ), for implementing the Nationai Environmentat Poiicy Act
(NEPA). These aiternative arrangements specifically address the use
of mid-frequency active (MEA} sonar and its affects on marine
mammals during Mavy exarcises in the Southern Califamiz [SOCAL)
Oparating Area. These exercises inciude Composite Training Unii -
Exercises (COMPTUEXS) and Joint Task Force Exercises (JTFEXs)
scheduled o occur betwaen January 15, 2008 and January 23, 2009,
A Decision Memarandum documenting the Navy's acceplance of these
alternative arrangemenis was publishied in the Federal Register on
January 24, 2008.

Information on the Navy's proposals far the SOCAL Operating Area
including the full text of the Decision Memeranduin is avaiiable at
www, SOCAE RangeCompiekElS.cam.

The Navy will prepare a post-exercise assessment after each exercise.
By this Notice, the-Navy requests input from the public on the process
for reviewing the post-exercise assessmenis. The Navy is also offering
the pubtlic the opporunity To discuss the implementation of these
alternative amangements. Input on reviewing the post-exercise
assessmants and any requests to meel with Navy and CEQ
representatives about the altemative amangements may be submiied
by tentacting Mr. Alex Stone at (679) 545-8128 ar in writing to:

Naval Air Station Norih Island .

Attn: Alex Stane, CPF Environmental
McCain Boulevard, Building 678, Raum 218
San Diego, CA 52138

By Poaul M. Krawzak
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — A com

up National Guard and reserve
forces warned yesterday that
the United States is hardly
ready to deal with a major ter-
rorist attack on its honxe seil.

Arnold Pnnaro of San Diego,
a retired Marine major general”
who leads the Commission on
the Naiional Guard and Re-
serves, blasted the U.S. Nortb-
ern Commend for its lack of
preparation.

“We looked at their plan. I's
totelly unacceptable. You
couldn’t move a Girl Scout unit
with the kind of planming
they're doing naw,” said Puna-
ro, executive vice president for
Science Applications Ipterna-
-tional Corp. in San Diego.

The Morthern Command is
the military authority charged
with protecting the United
States. [n a stafernent respond-
ing to Pumaro-and his fellow
commissioners, the pgency’s
oificials pledged to work close-
ly with Defense Secretary Rob-
ert Gates to “enhance our ng-
fion’s ability to -apficipate and
conduct homeland defenae and
civil support missions.”

Like the Nerthern Com-
mand, Guard and reserve
forces are vastly unprepared o
help defend the nation because
the fedeml govemmeni’ has ne-

China’s transpon networks

mission charged with heefing -

Guard, reserves ill-suited
against attack, panel says

reserve units are illequipped
for their missions becaunse they
Iack service members, money
and ather resources.

At the same fime, the com-
migsioners said, these troops
are more indispensable than ev-
er in light of the heighteped
need for troops overseas and
the ongoing threat of a terrorist
attack in the United States.

“We've got a great miliiary,
but it's got a lot of problems in
manpower and equipment,”
said Dan McKinnon of Sad Die-
go, one of 12 members an the
COmmIssion.

The new report contains 55
suggestions for making the
Guard and reserves mere sus-
tainable. These include cails for
developing & more atiractive
pay and henefits system, boost-
ing funding for equipment and
training, clarifying the Defense
Department’s rale in hameland
security and creating & seam-

. less relationship between ac-

tive-duty and reserve forces.

Stronger coordination s
needad so state and federal au-
thorities kmow who wields au-
thority in a particular emergen-
cy and what roles they would
take on during each crisis, said
Wade Rowley, a cammissioner
from Campa,

Changes in personzel poli-
cies would cost hundreds of
millions of dollars, the commis-
stoners estimated. They didn't
provide a price tag for all oi

edmians..

disrupted after foud weather

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

BEJING — After blizzards
disrupted coal deliveries, acute
electricity shortages across a!
swath of central and southern
China have exposed the fragil-
ty of transpoit networks in the.
world's fastest-arowing major
econony.

The snow and ice that led to
chaps at transport hubs as up to
200 million migrant workers
and other travelers attempt to
return home for the Zunar New
Year festival newt weck have
also restricted codl shipments
along critical rail arteries feed-
ing power stations in the south-
east, China's densely populated
menifacturing heartland.

Fond prices are intreasing in
major cifes mcluding Bejjing
as distribution botflenecks and
bad weather hamper defiveries
of vegetables and ment, the offi-
cidl Xinima news agency re-
ported yesterday.

The shertages are a remind-
er that China’s huge, intercon-
nected economy and its 1.3 hil
Lion pesple are mcreasingly
vulnerable to even shert-lved
inferruptions to the flow of
goods angd services.

Senior leaders, including

Prime Minister Wen Jiabao,
have visited train stations to as-
sure frustrated fravelers that
the autherifes are working to
solve the iransport delays.
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