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Australia to apologize for a,bi‘;lSe of Aborigiﬂes |

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
and.ASSQCIATED PRESS

SYDMEY, Australia — Aus-
tralia’s povernment will apolg-
gize for past mistreatment of
the country’s Aboriginal minor
ity when Parliament conveaes,
addressing an issue that has
Dlighted race relations in Aus-
tralia for. years.

In a measure of the impor-
tance Prime Minister Kevin

o .
apology will be the first itern of
husiness for the new govern-
ment when Parliaent meets
Feb. 13, Jenny Macidia, the
federal mipister for indigenous
affairs, said yesterday.

Macklin said she cenisulted
with Aboiiginal leaders, but &
was not elear what form the
apology would take. “The apol-
ogy will be made on behalf of

the Anstralian government and
does not attribute guilt to the
current pgeneration of Austra-

Rudé attaches fo the issue, the

lian peeple," she said.

and Reguests Public Input

On January 15, 2008, the Depertment of the Navy accepted alternative
arrangements, appraved by the Councit on Environmental CQuatity
{CEQ), for impiementing the Nalional Environmientel Policy Act
(NEPA). These alternative amangements specificaliy address the use
of mid-frequency active (MFA} soner and its effects on marine
marmmals during Navy exercises in the Scuthem California {SOCAL)
Operating Ared. These exarcises include Composite Training Unit
Exercises (COMPTUEXs) and Joint Task Force Exercises (JTFEXs)
scheduled I occur betwesn January 15, 2008 and January 23, 2008,
A Decision Memorandur dlocumenting the Navy's acceptance of these
altenalive arrangements was published in the Federal Register on
Jaruary 24, 2008.

Inforation on the Navy's proposals for e SOCAL Operating Area
Including e full text of the Decision Memorandum is available at

www.SDCA'_LRangeCumplexElS.cum‘

The Navy will prepare a.post-axercise assessment after each exercise.
By this Noties, the Navy reguests input frdm the public on the process
far reviewing the post-exercise assessments, The-Navy is also offering
the public the opportunity to discuss the implementation of these
alternative amangerments. Input an reviewing the post-sxercise
assessments and any raguests (o meat with Navy and CEQ
representatives abaut ihe akernative aTangements may be submilted
by contzcting M. Alex Stone at (619) 545-8128 of in wriling te:

Naval Air Station North Island :
Aitn Al Stone, CPF Environmental
McCain Boulevard, Building 578, Reom 218
San Diego, CA 92135 -

Far e information abopt the. .
i Navy’s Decision Memara dupi, :
- visit i SO0CAL AangeGomplexElS.com.

Rudd; who was clected in
_November agd whose pledge
to apologize overtirns a de”
cade of refusals by his prede

cessor, has niled out paying -

compensation. Bul he says he
is determiied to help all Ab-
origines achieve better hiealil,
eddcation and living siandards.

Mascia Langtoh, professer
of Australian jndigencus stud-
ies at the University of Mel
boturrie, said the apology was a
gouod first step. But “fhere can’t
be any next step without a

*inpensation: fund,” Tangton,,

lip is also one of Avstralia’s
rrominent Aboriginat advo-
cites, said yesterday-
"Aborigines - 450,000
anong a population of 21 mil-
lin — are Aistralia’s pocrest

hitic group and are most Lke-.

Ijto be jailed, unemployed anid
fifterate. Their life expectancy
{¢17 years shorter than that of
‘oifier Australians.

Tens of thousands of Aliorig-
ks died from gisease, war

fare and dispossessiod in the
years efter Eurppedn setle-
iment, and it was not antil 1962
“that they were able (o vete in
national elections. '

Frora 1910 until 1970, about'

- 100,000 mostly mized-blaod
Aboriginal children — the “sto-
len generations” — were talen.
from their parenfs and placed
 either with white families o ia

state institations as part of &~

drive to assimilate them with

Iran's presideﬁt
predicts nuclear
energy by 2009

MEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

TEHRAN, Iran — President
Mahmoud Ahmedinejad said
yesterday that his eountey
would produce nuclear energy
by next year, and hie lashed out
al Israel a5 a “filthy entity” that
would §oon collapse.

+ His speech came as the UN,
Security Couneil is considering
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whites. imposing new sanctions on Iran
beeause of jts refusal to hait
serishtive uraniwim-enrichment
activities.

“We have been promised
that we will have nuclear power
this time next year in our power
prid,” the ISNA news agency
quoted Abmadinejad as saying
in & speech in the southern city
of Bushehr, where Iran is build-
ing ifs first nuclear power plant.

Ahmad Fayazbaklhsh, man-
aging director of Iran's Produe-
tidn and Develapment of Nizcle-
ar Energy Co., said in Tehran
that the Bushelr plant was ex-
pected to be pperational in Oc-
= tober. Russia is helping. Iran to
bnild the plant and made the
eighth and final delivery of its
nuclear fuel this week.
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